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Entrepreneurial spirit was encouraged as Ted Adler and his five siblings grew up in Connecticut.

Now, three of the Adler brothers have started two Burlington businesses: Union Street Media, a growing 

Web company, and The Skinny Pancake, a waterfront eatery.

A fourth Adler brother, 25-year-old Robbie, is the outreach and partnership manager for a Middlebury 

start-up, Brighter Planet, which offers an affinity credit card that sends some of the proceeds to renew- 

able energy projects.

“A lot of this comes back to our own father,” Ted said of their entrepreneurial nature, noting his father

co-founded European Investors Inc., a New York-based asset management firm. “The role model we all had

as kids was, ‘Dad started his own company — why wouldn’t we?’”

Ted Adler, 31, is the oldest of the five brothers and one sister. All but one live in Vermont.

Like many youngsters, the Adlers started a

lemonade stand while growing up, but few were

established as informal companies. Ted recalls

the financial arrangements, which his father

helped arrange. “‘This is like a little seed. We

have to nurture this,’” he remembers his father

saying.

The lemonade stand was dubbed “Adler Family

Enterprises,” which issued equal shares to each

child. “I still have the stock certificate with his

messy handwriting back in Connecticut,” Ted said,

adding that his father blocked his efforts to launch

a takeover of the lemonade stand by acquiring his

siblings’ shares.

Ted is now founder and president of Union Street Media, a Web development firm that specializes in 

developing an online presence for high-end Realtors. He works with his 29-year-old brother, Jon, who 

serves as sales director; Jon, who attended Davidson College in North Carolina, is the only of the six Adler 

children not to attend Middlebury College.

Jon is also involved with another brother, 27-year-old Benjy, in a separate venture: The Skinny Pancake.

Benjy, is co-owner and operator of the crepe shop. The pair started the restaurant as a summer cart

business on Church Street in 2003 with Jon’s then-girlfriend, Jamie Williams, the company’s Web site said. 

Union Street Media 

(ALISON REDLICH/FREE PRESS)

Ted Adler, founder and president, from right, poses for a portrait 
with brother Jon Adler, director of sales, and Andy Vota, vice 
president, all of Burlington, at Union Street Media in Burlington on 
Wednesday, July 9, 2008.
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Union Street Media got its start in 1999 by creating Web sites designed for college students. The sites, 

which would detail college happenings, were supported by local advertisers but had no affiliation with the 

universities.

Ted Adler founded Middkidd.com in September 1999. He built similar sites for about 20 other colleges and

universities, including the University of Vermont’s groovyUV.com.

He found, however, that most of his time was spent developing Web sites for advertisers, not working on 

content for the Web pages; so the company, CollegeXtra.com Inc., rebranded itself as Union Street Media in 

early 2003 and begun to focus on Web site creation.

High-end real estate soon became its niche.

Three people drive the decisions at Union Street Media. Aside from the two Adler brothers, Andy Vota, the

33-year-old vice president, plays a leading role. Vota, a Marlboro, N.J., native with a master’s degree in

natural resources planning from UVM, began freelancing Web development for Union Street Media about six

years ago. He soon became an integral part of operation.

Union Street Media employs 16 people, having hired four since the beginning of the year. Another three to 

five people are expected to be hired each year, Ted said.

About two-thirds of Union Street Media’s customers are Realtors. Other types of companies, including their

father’s European Investors Inc., have Web sites designed and hosted by Union Street Media.

The goal, Jon said, is threefold: getting Web searches to bring home-buyers to a particular Web site, 

providing custom design and a professional look for Realtors and making the connection between buyer and 

seller.

“That’s pretty much why they pay us: To get the leads,” he said.

Union Street Media charges $5,000 to $15,000 to create sites for Realtors and $100 to $300 in monthly

maintenance fees, Ted said. He declined to share the firm’s total revenues except to say they have

increased 30 percent annually in recent years.

The company has developed Web sites for Realtors through Massachusetts, New Hampshire, Vermont and

parts of Illinois and North Carolina. It has had the most success building sites for Realtors in high-end

“destination markets,” such as Stowe, which cater to out-of-state buyers, Ted said.

The business continues to grow, despite the slowdown in the housing market, because Realtors have to

work harder to sell homes. “In hard times, people need to market more,” Vota said.

A “chronic lack of supply” has helped keep Vermont real estate market relatively stable, Ted said.

Aside from what Vota describes as “a somewhat limited labor pool” in the region, the software business is

suited well for Vermont, the three Web executives say.

To help generate qualified employees, the company was awarded $26,750 from the state to help develop an 

employee training program for real estate-focused Internet marketing, Vota said.

“We can do the work here, but can sell our products all over the country,” Ted said. 

Vermont’s appeal

The Green Mountain State has grown on the Adler family. It was a natural fit for a family that values the 

outdoors.

The Adlers, who grew up in Greenwich, Conn., spent many summers at a camp on Lake Dunmore, a few 

miles south of Middlebury, and many winter days skiing at Okemo Mountain Resort in southern Vermont, 

Ted said.

Robbie has fond memories of his family vacations to Vermont.

“Whenever we were doing something fun, it was always in Vermont,” Robbie said.

It made sense that college in Vermont would follow. The youngest of the Adler brothers, 19-year-old R.J., 

just finished his freshman year at Middlebury. Emily, 23, is living in San Francisco after having graduated 

from Middlebury.
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Ted said it’s not surprising four of his brothers live in Vermont and so many of his siblings attended the same

college, because they’re a very close family.

Having most of the Adler clan at close hand has been a boon for the brothers, Ted said. They hang out more 

than he would have expected and they support each other in their separate ventures.

“We share a lot of friends, and we ski together all the time, so by and large, it’s a positive experience,”

Robbie said.

“All of us are really invested in Vermont,” Ted said. “We love the quality of life here.”

Contact Dan McLean at 651-4877 or dmclean@bfp.burlingtonfreepress.com. Staff writer Lauren Ober 

contributed to this story. 
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